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PRESENT TENDENCIES OF RUSSIAN POLICY. 

BY CHARLES JOHNSTON, BENGAL CIVIL SERVICE, RETIRED. 



The May festivities in St. Petersburg commemorating the 
northern capital's foundation two centuries ago by Peter the 
Great; the Emperor's proclamation of internal reforms; the part 
Eussia is playing in the Balkan peninsula, with the co-operation 
of Austria and the support of France, Germany and England; 
and, finally, recent developments in Asia, including the visit of 
Minister Witte to the Far East, make a general view of the 
tendencies of Eussian policy at once interesting and important. 

In the two centuries whose lapse is recalled by the St. Peters- 
burg celebrations, we may mark three great vital movements of 
the Eussian Empire: first, the struggle towards the Baltic, and 
the conquest of an outlet to the North Sea, which gained for 
Peter his title of The Great; second, the fight for the Black Sea, 
which gained a like title for the Empress Catherine ; and, third, 
the great achievement which we ourselves have witnessed, the 
final establishing and confirming of Eussia's power on the Pa- 
cific, through the completion of the Siberian railway, and the 
effective occupation of Manchuria. Etissia will presently find her 
way southwards to the Persian Gulf, thus completing the outline 
of her Empire, and gaining access to the Atlantic, the Pacific, the 
Indian Ocean, and the Mediterranean. 

This will mark the coming of age of the Empire; and there- 
after the great changes will be along the line of internal growth, 
moral, religious, political, commercial and industrial. This 
brings us naturally to a consideration of the Emperor's recent 
proclamation, which introduces the principle of heightened indi- 
vidualism and greater personal freedom into both the religious 
and the civil life of Eussia, and thus marks a decided approach 
to the ideals of the West. In the Emperor's proclamation, there 
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are seven chief points, each being rather a declaration of prin- 
ciple than a statement of law. The ministers are directed to 
frame laws embodying these principles, and it is evident that the 
whole process of change and development will have to be spread 
over several years. 

The first principle affirmed by the Tsar is religious toleration, 
and about this much has recently been printed which exemplifies 
" the heresy of insufficient information." Russia has always as- 
serted the principle of toleration, and has allowed complete free- 
dom of worship not only to other Christian communions, such as 
the Roman Catholic or the Lutheran, but has conceded the same 
rights to Jews, Mahometans, Buddhists and pagans, all of whom 
are largely represented within the bounds of the Empire. 

The real point at issue has been touched by a recent writer in 
the St. Petersburg Gazette, — and we may note, in passing, that 
the free discussion of matters of this sort in Russia is sympto- 
matic, and shows a much larger degree of tolerance than we are 
accustomed to attribute to her. The fundamental law of religious 
liberty in Russia assures to every one, of whatever faith, the right 
"to worship according to the rites of his forefathers"; and all 
religious difficulties in Russia have turned on the interpretation 
of these words. The extreme ecclesiastical party in the Russian 
Orthodox Church has interpreted them to mean that a member of 
the Orthodox Church must remain a member of the Orthodox 
Church, that he must continue to " worship according to the rites 
of his forefathers." Hence have grown up a number of stringent 
regulations, whose purpose is, to prevent apostasy from the na- 
tional Church, to use a phrase which embodies the feelings of 
the ecclesiastical party. 

In justice to millions of devoted members of the Orthodox 
Church, we must remember that that church has grown up with 
the nation, taking its temper and color from the genius of the 
nation, and therefore expressing in its forms and ritual the na- 
tional imagination and the national psychic character. It there- 
fore seems to the extreme ecclesiastical party, of whom Pobyedo- 
nostseff may stand as the type, that the Orthodox Church is the 
soul of Russia, and that any diminution or detriment suffered by 
the Church is a direct blow at the life of the nation. Add that, 
for the Russian, the nation is predominant over the individual, 
and we can at once realize the thoughts and motives of the ex- 
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treme eccelesiastical wing in Russia. Another example of the 
same spirit is to be found in Father John of Cronstadt, a man of 
saintly and most charitable life; but who, nevertheless, openly 
declares his belief that Count Tolstoi is Antichrist, an incarna- 
tion of the evil one. This, of course, because Tolstoi has attacked 
the Church, its priesthood, doctrines, rites, and even sacraments. 

A test case was recently made in the person of Prince Gagarin. 
He had, like Tolstoi, ceased to give his adherence to the national 
church, and had, nevertheless, been elected to fill a popular office 
in his district. His election was opposed on the ground of his 
apostasy ; and the case went up to the Emperor. The decision of 
the Emperor was, that no action should be taken, either against 
Prince Gagarin, or against his election; and, by this precedent, 
the principle of liberty to secede from the national church was 
constructively established. The tendencies inaugurated by the 
recent proclamation will, doubtless, work in the same direction. 

The second declared purpose of the Tsar's proclamation is, to 
strengthen the position of the rural clergy in Orthodox districts ; 
and this will, doubtless, be accomplished by demanding from the 
rural clergy a higher degree of education and enlightenment, 
better fitting them for their responsible position. For the ideal 
Russian village priest is the moral law-giver of the village, in a 
degree which we, with our material and individual civilization, 
can hardly realize. There is so much in the teaching of the 
Church, with its doctrines of resignation, submission, and the 
ideal of the New Testament, which is profoundly sympathetic to 
the Russian character, that the mujik takes his religion and his 
church much more seriously than, let us say, the English or 
American farmer or agricultural laborer. The purpose of the 
proclamation evidently is, better to prepare the priest for this 
position of moral law-giver, by a larger education, a greater ac- 
quaintance with the thought and life of the modern world. 

The remaining five propositions of the proclamation deal with 
problems of civil life and internal administration, which are very 
likely to be unintelligible to us unless we know a good deal of 
Russian history, and, further, of the steps that have already been 
taken to modify the former condition of things, in the years fol- 
lowing the first great change — the emancipation of the serfs, in 
1861. We shall confine ourselves to pointing out that the same 
principle of heightened individual responsibility, or, to put it in 
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another way, of greater freedom, shows itself in each of these five 
propositions ; just as it shows itself in the first two, giving greater 
freedom of choice in the form of worship, and placing greater 
responsibility on the rural priests. 

The first of these five provisions has to do with a state of 
things becoming very intelligible to us, through coming legisla- 
tion for Ireland ; a state of things which has loag had its parallel 
in India. In Ireland, the state is about to issue large loans, for 
a specific purpose, to the cultivator class, on the security of their 
land; in India, the government has for years made a practice of 
lending money to the agricultural class, under certain conditions. 
The same practice exists in Russia; the state takes it upon itself 
to advance money both to the peasants and to the landowners, on 
the security of crops and lands, and the Emperor affirms this 
principle, and wishes it to be more extensively and thoroughly 
applied in the future. 

The next proposition refers to the village community of Rus- 
sia, an institution once universal among the Aryan peoples, and 
still full of vitality among the Slavs. Indeed, it may be said, 
that much of the theory of modern socialism is simply a widened 
application of the Slavonic village community idea. The Em- 
peror now affirms the inviolability of the communal land, but at 
the same time urges legislation "facilitating to every peasant 
individually the means of 'leaving the community." This, like 
the assertion of freedom of conscience, is most significant of the 
new tendency towards heightened individualism in Russian na- 
tional life. 

The next provision is of like nature. Formerly, the village 
community, as a whole, was responsible for the imperial taxes. 
This bore heavily on the better and more provident members, who 
found themselves obliged to make up the deficiencies of the 
lazier and less competent. The Tsar now urges his ministers 
"to take measures for the abolition of the collective guarantee, 
so onerous for the peasants." 

Then comes a provision advising the strengthening of the two 
instruments of local government. To make this intelligible, we 
must remember that Russia is divided into a number of " govern- 
ments " which are comparable to our States ; the chief difference 
being, that the governor is, as we should say, a federal, and not 
a State official, in Russia. Each State, or, to use the Russian 
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name, each "government," has its elective body, or "zemstvo"; 
with certain powers of taxation, and certain well-defined fields of 
work, such as the maintenance of schools, hospitals, roads, 
bridges, and so on; a range of local utilities to be carried out by 
local and elective authority. The "governments" are further 
divided into " districts " corresponding to our counties ; and these 
also have their electoral zemstvos, from which the members of 
the State zemstvos are chosen, much as our State legislatures 
choose our federal senators. The Emperor now wishes "to re- 
organize the 'government' and district zemstvos, or electoral 
bodies, in order that these local authorities may be in a position 
to attend more directly to the many needs of rural life." In other 
words, we have something similar to the establishment of the 
County Councils in Ireland, a mild form of Home Eule. Further, 
and this is most significant, these local parliaments are to report 
direct to the Emperor, and not to the Minister of the Interior. 

Finally, the Emperor wishes to bring into harmony the zemstvos 
and the parish councils, local electoral bodies of another character. 
There has been a keen rivalry between the agricultural zemstvos 
and the parish councils, each being inclined to stretch its author- 
ity at the expense of the other, and both have been weakened by 
this tendency. The Emperor evidently wishes to bring them into 
closer relations and more united action; and thus, by drawing 
these two local representative bodies together, to strengthen the 
principle and the application of local self-government. 

We have seen that the " government " or State electoral bodies 
are made up of representatives chosen from the district or county 
electoral bodies. It does not need a great stretch of imagination 
to picture a still larger representative body, whose members 
should be drawn from the "government" or State electoral 
bodies, and which should thus form an electoral assembly for the 
whole Empire. It may be expected that, in the natural course of 
things, such an imperial representative body will be formed; and 
this will mark the point of meeting between the Eastern and 
Western ideals, the collective and the individualist consciousness, 
the Slav and the Teuton. But this is a degree of evolution which 
has not yet been reached. 

The Emperor, therefore, as voicing the general consciousness 
and will of the nation, has declared for heightened individual 
power and responsibility in several different regions of national 
vol. clxxvi. — no. 558. 49 
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life: in the field of religious consciousness; in the communal vil- 
lage life; in the system of local self-government. His proclama- 
tion is analogous to a Presidential message to Congress, rather 
than to a law; he urges his ministers to develop these points in 
laws, which have still to be drawn up. When they are agreed on 
by the Council of Ministers and signed by the Emperor, it will 
be time enough to go more into details. The principle is clear 
enough already, and we must be content, for the present, with out- 
lining the principle. 

It is in the highest degree interesting to find Eussia thus com- 
mitted to the principle of heightened individualism at the very 
time when our own country is embarking in a series of enter- 
prises of the opposite tendency: the state control of commercial 
enterprises, the collective control of individual commercial under- 
takings, and the gradually growing application of the collective 
principle, both for capital and for labor; and, in foreign policy, 
the assertion of a certain collective interest and responsibility 
among all the republics of the New World; a solidarity, as against 
individual responsibility or initiative. 

To turn now to the tendencies of Russian policy in the Balkan 
peninsula. In a previous study of the Macedonian question, I 
pointed out several general truths, bearing on this question, which 
may be briefly referred to again. First among these is the race 
question in what we call Macedonia, though the title Macedonia 
is very misleading. It is applied to three of the six provinces of 
European Turkey; the remaining three being Adrianople, and 
the two which we group under the name of Albania, namely 
Scutari and Janina, the latter directly south of Servia, the former 
touching Greece. 

The remaining three provinces, Salonica, Kossovo and Mo- 
nastir, are, therefore, wedged in between predominantly Turkish 
and Mahometan Adrianople on the east, and almost equally Ma- 
hometan Albania on the West. The Albanians are supposed to 
be the descendants of the early Pelasgians, who were displaced 
by the. Hellenes, when Hellas first came into national existence. 
Be this as it may, the Albanians are a strong and formidable ele- 
ment in the Balkans, and their alliance with the Turks is some- 
what unstable and accidental; they are not so much the friends 
of the Turks, as " the enemies of their enemies." 

We group the three provinces of Kossovo, Salonica and Monas- 
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tir under the general and inaccurate name of Macedonia — a title 
which is unfortunate, as it suggests Greek history and Hellenic 
affinities to the south, whereas the real historical and race affini- 
ties are Slavonic, and northern. These three provinces have a 
population of about three millions, divided nearly equally between 
them; and this population is Slavonic in the main, somewhat 
more closely united to the Bulgarian Slavs, and, like them, ad- 
hering to the Eastern Church. 

There are fine epochs of history behind these South-Balkan 
Slavs. At one period, they formed part of a great Old-Servian 
kingdom, with a wonderfully interesting civilization and tradi- 
tion; at another, they were joined to an Old-Bulgarian monarchy, 
also rich in fine historic episodes. There is, therefore, a keen 
rivalry, with much heated feeling between the shrunken modern 
states of Servia and Bulgaria, for their possession; each claiming 
the three provinces, wholly or in part, on the ground of former 
historic occupation. In general, one may tell a Servian from a 
Bulgarian by the family name, the Servian names ending in 
" ich," meaning " the son of," while the Bulgarian names end in 
"off" or "eft" meaning "belonging to." Thus Bistieh is a 
Servian, while Sarafoff is a Bulgarian. 

Whether predominantly Servian or Bulgarian, however, and 
they are evidently the latter, the inhabitants of the three provinces 
are undoubtedly Slavs of the Eastern rite, and therefore bound 
by ties of race and faith to Bussia; by ties which the Kussian 
people is the first to feel and acknowledge, always speaking of 
these Balkan kinsmen as "the younger brothers." Equally un- 
doubted is it that these younger brothers have suffered unnum- 
bered evils at the hands of the Mahometans, whether Turk or 
Albanian, as the Bussians themselves suffered for centuries under 
the Tartar yoke. The desire to see their kin free and independent 
is, therefore, one of the deepest forces in the Bussian heart; and 
it is infinitely more a popular and universal aspiration than a 
plan or ambition of the Bussian government. 

In the last Busso-Turkish war, Bussia, carried along by a tide 
of national feeling, of religious enthusiasm, accomplished miracles 
of valor and suffered endless hardships and losses, in the effort 
to bring freedom to all the Balkan Slavs, — in this only following 
out the tendencies and policy of centuries; a policy to which 
Servia, Bulgaria and Boumania owe their national existence, while 
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Montenegro owes its conservation and freedom to the same pro- 
tecting power. I have already shown how Russia's sacrifices were 
rendered nugatory by the Berlin treaty, and how the three prov- 
inces, set free by her, were once more thrust under the heel of 
the Turk by the action of Germany, England and Austria. 

This is, of course, the one and only cause of the " Macedonian 
Question"; and, once we have understood this much, it is easy 
to see why Eussia has taken her present attitude, and embodied 
it in the Lamsdorff-Goluchowski understanding. Eussia has al- 
ready undertaken one crusade for the sake of the Balkan peoples. 
Her work was undone by the Powers. It therefore rests with the 
Powers, and not with her, to make effective reparation, to secure 
the ill-starred populations of the three provinces from further 
evil. 

It is a great satisfaction to be able to say that the Powers them- 
selves seem at last to feel this; that Austria has taken the initia- 
tive in acting with Eussia, thus setting an admirable example, 
followed first by Prance, England and Italy, and later by Ger- 
many. There is every reason to hope that this joint action will be 
as fully successful and as salutary as was the like action in the 
case of Crete, which is now enjoying comparative peace and well- 
being. 

The recent outbreak in Albania has shown the determination 
of the Eussian government to find a peaceable solution of the 
Balkan question. The causes and probable direction of this out- 
break were sketched in my article on Macedonia, and, as events 
have unhappily shown, with prophetic exactness. It was said 
there that the old feudal chiefs of the Albanians, stanch and 
stiff-necked Mahometans, were determined to resist the establish- 
ment of a Eussian. consulate at Mitrovitsa, in the northern part 
of the Albanian region, and that one chieftain had given orders 
that, should a Eussian consul persist in settling there, he should 
be shot, and the consulate destroyed. This chieftain was cap- 
tured and imprisoned, but his baneful command was carried out, 
with the sad result that we already know. Nothing shows so much 
the pacific intention of Eussia as the moderation of her attitude 
in the face of this international crime; for the murder of a 
diplomatic or consular agent is an admitted cause of war. We 
have only to recall the name of Baron von Ketteler, to realize 
what use Eussia might have made of the shooting of her consul. 
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There are certain cross currents in this Turkish question which 
we shall do well to keep in mind. We must remember, to begin 
with, that Abdul Hamid II. came to the throne of a constitu- 
tional Turkish monarchy, and that, by a series of moves of con- 
summate skill and small scruple, he has turned his country into 
the most absolute despotism on earth. Like a vampire, he has 
absorbed into himself first the power of the elective assembly, and 
later the power of the Foreign Office, the responsible ministry of 
the Sublime Porte. He now stands alone and absolute, a grim 
and yet a cowardly despot ; a man of tremendous will-power, and 
yet one who trembles at a shadow, so great and overwhelming is 
his fear of death. He dwells among the conflicting intrigues of 
rival spies, each of whom gains a short vogue by denouncing the 
others, in his turn to be denounced by them. 

Yet, in spite of this physical cowardice, Abdul Hamid is a 
tremendous force. We have spoken of him as a vampire, gradu- 
ally sucking the life-blood of the constitution and the responsible 
ministry; we might, with even greater justice, extend the simile 
to cover his relation to the whole Empire. Though the Empire 
is chronically bankrupt, though for generations Turkey has been 
wallowing in a deepening slough of debt, yet the Sultan himself 
has grown richer and richer, at the expense of his land, the land 
he holds as a divine charge committed to him. It is asserted, on 
sound authority, that he has absorbed under his personal owner- 
ship at least a third of European Turkey, and this the richest 
third ; and that, while he grows richer and richer, exempting his 
vast private domain from all taxation, and constantly extending 
it, he mercilessly taxes and drains the rest, for his own private 
and selfish purposes, never hesitating to load the country with a 
fresh burden of debt, if by so doing his own purposes can be 
served. 

With the profound skill of a great and subtle intellect, he uses 
his throne solely for personal aggrandizement, slowly absorbing 
the life-blood of the country intrusted to him, and with infinite 
craft fomenting jealousies among the creditors of his country, 
and turning these jealousies to his own profit. 

Yet, with all this, he has been forced to watch the slow dwin- 
dling of his realm; Bulgaria and Servia gone; then Cyprus and 
Egypt; then Eumelia and Crete; Bosnia and Herzegovina practi- 
cally Austrian provinces, while lesser strips, both in Europe and 
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Asia, have passed into the hands of Russia. We shall be mistaken 
if we think that these losses have not caused bitter mortification 
to Abdul Hamid, as a Mahometan and a sovereign; but we shall 
be further mistaken if we do not comprehend that his real and 
desperate sorrow springs from the immense diminution of the 
area which he can plunder and vampirize, for his own personal 
gain. His cruelty is as undoubted as his avarice. Probably ten 
thousand is too small a number for the Armenians massacred 
recently by his orders and at his instigation, or with his con- 
nivance; and he has never thought of seriously exerting himself 
to check the outrages committed by his agents in the three Slav 
provinces. This, therefore, is the situation, and this is the man 
that Eussia has to deal with in the Balkans, in her present pacific 
campaign, with Austria as her close ally, and the European 
Powers as sympathetic onlookers. 

Here it must be remembered that there are very strong forces 
whose interest it is to keep Abdul Hamid on the throne: the 
forces of international finance, which are deeply involved in the 
various Turkish loans, as well as in a number of industrial under- 
takings based on concessions from the Sultan. These interna- 
tional powers of finance, which are becoming more and more the 
dominating influence in politics, bring strong pressure to bear on 
their governments, to maintain the existing order of things in 
Turkey, however bad, morally speaking, that order may be. To 
go into the vexed question of Turkish debt, would be to write a 
highly technical treatise; but it is enough for us to know that i 
large quantities of Turkish bonds are held in Berlin, Vienna, 
Paris and London, and that the financial institutions which hold 
most of them have a strong influence over certain organs of the 
press in the countries involved, and use these organs for their 
own ends. Hence the contradictory character of so many tele- 
grams from the Balkans, and the evident animus in many of them 
against the Austro-Russian scheme of reform. One comprehends, 
therefore, Russia's unwillingness to be drawn into another Turk- 
ish war, in which she would have to contend not only with the 
very strong armies of the Sultan, but also with the occult forces 
of international finance, to which we have very briefly alluded. 

To turn now to Persia. It is well known that, for the last 
thirty or forty years, the influence of England, so strong in 
Persia during the first half of the nineteenth century, has been 
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on the wane. The dominant factor in Persian policy is now un- 
doubtedly Russia. The character of the present ruler of Persia, 
Muzaffer Ed Din Shah, has given Eussia opportunities which she 
has been quick to grasp. She has on several occasions made loans 
to Persia, on each occasion stipulating for certain concessions in 
return. Last year, she made a further loan of about six million 
dollars, gaining, in return, the priority right to construct a rail- 
road across the Shah's dominions, which will in course of time 
link the Caucasian system of lines with the ports of the Persian 
Gulf. Doubtless we shall have a repetition of what happened in 
Manchuria, and, doubtless, as in Manchuria, the result will be 
beneficial to all parties. 

Besides this financial and political dominance, Eussia is mak- 
ing her hold on Persia effective by other means. England, France 
and Austria have all tried in turn to make something of the Per- 
sian army, doubtless from motives not purely Platonic. Where 
they failed, Eussia has succeeded, having already built up the only 
effective force in the Persian army, a body consisting of four 
regiments of cavalry and two battalions of field artillery, trained 
and officered by Eussians, and even spoken of as the " Persian 
Cossacks." 

To turn now to the Far East, where Eussia's position and 
policy have been so admirably summarized by Minister WittS, in 
his report of his recent journey. Siberia is, primarily, a field of 
colonization for European Eussia, whither more than two hun- 
dred thousand Eussians, Minister Witte tells us, now annually 
proceed. The climate is like that of Minnesota or Manitoba, and, 
like both, admirably suited for wheat. The total area of Siberia 
is about six million square miles, or nearly twice that of the 
United States; and this vast country needs an outlet to the 
Pacific Ocean. To gain a suitable outlet, all the forces of Eus- 
sian policy in the Far East have been directed. Vladivostok was 
first chosen as the terminus of the trans-Siberian line; but the 
fact that, like the Saint Lawrence River, the harbor of Vladivos- 
tok is ice-bound in winter, has led Eussia to seek a better termi- 
nal further south. In this search, she was favored by the march 
of events : the war between China and Japan, with the Japanese 
occupation of the Liao-Tung peninsula, gave Eussia's representa- 
tive at Peking his opportunity, and, probably in return for the 
Shimonoseki treaty, which practically forced Japan off the Asian 
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mainland, Eussia obtained certain very valuable concessions in 
Manchuria. These concessions consisted of a strip of territory 
on each side of the railroad, and of certain other areas of greater 
extent; also of the site of the future Dalny, and the fortress of 
Port Arthur. 

Count Cassini has pointed out that the Chinese invasion of 
Russian territory in 1900 gave Russia a claim, perfectly good in 
international law, to the annexation of Manchuria. Russia 
waived this right, and contented herself with the conceded areas, 
already hers under the Manchurian agreement. The Chinese in- 
vasion, however, had caused grave internal disorders in Man- 
churia, and the general anarchy into which China was thrown, by 
the Boxer uprising and the advance of the allies on Peking, en- 
dangered the Manchurian railway to such an extent that Russia 
was compelled to keep a large military force there, to maintain 
order and safeguard her immense interests. Her agreement with 
China was, that these forces should be withdrawn from Chinese 
territory in the three Manchurian provinces, beginning with the 
southern province, and evacuating the middle and northern prov- 
inces six and twelve months later respectively. Two-thirds of this 
agreement has already been carried out ; the Russian troops being 
withdrawn from Chinese territory to the conceded areas, which 
are, of course, Russian soil. 

Since the Boxer uprising, a number of English and American 
writers or official personages have visited Manchuria; all these 
unite in bearing testimony to the rapid amelioration of condi- 
tions under Russian influence, to the growing wealth of natives 
and colonists alike. All equally bear witness to the broadly hu- 
mane and sympathetic relations which have sprung up between 
the Russians and their Chinese neighbors, in complete contrast 
to the condition of things, morally and socially, which is to be 
found in Hong-Kong, for instance, or in Wei-Hai-Wei. 

In conclusion, it may be recorded, with great satisfaction, that 
the wave of Japanese jealousy seems to have spent itself, and that 
the Russians are gradually establishing friendly relations with 
their insular neighbors on the Pacific. Stability will be added to 
this understanding by the additions which Russia has just made 
to her Siberian fleet, which hitherto consisted of three new first- 
class battle-ships and four armored-cruisers of the most modern 
type, besides the usual complement of gun-boats, defenders, tor- 
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pedo-boats and so forth. To these Eussia has just added two 
first-class battle-ships, the "Eetvisan" and the " Pobieda," as 
well as three more cruisers, the " Diana," the " Aurora," and the 
" Pallas," thus making a compact fleet of five first-class battle- 
ships and seven armored-cruisers, as against six battle-ships and 
seven cruisers in the Japanese fleet. The necessity for this move 
was evident some years ago, and the peace of the world is more 
secure, now that it has been made. 

One is irresistibly led to contrast our present understanding 
of the genius and purposes of Eussia with the prejudiced and hos- 
tile view which prevailed through most of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. It is not fifty years since the two foremost European 
Powers were at war with Eussia, fighting side by side with the 
Moslem Turks. It is just twenty-five years since the signatory 
Powers of the Berlin Treaty for the second time threw in their 
weight against Eussia, destroying her work, and enslaving where 
she had liberated. The present Emperor, following in the path 
marked out for his father, a man of great moral power, and pro- 
foundly Eussian, has done much to make the genius of his people 
intelligible to the Western world. It is recognized on all hands 
that, in bringing about the Hague Convention, the Emperor of 
Eussia acted with high sincerity, and also with great practical 
wisdom. The same humanity, the same moderation and con- 
servatism, mark Eussia's present attitude in the Near and the 
Far East alike ; and the world in general is gradually coming to 
recognize in Eussia one of the greatest of World Powers, yet one 
whose growth can be regarded with equanimity and reassurance. 

Charles Johnston. 



